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to relax the social excommunication under which, with
all his fraternity, -he lay. Either the Jews of that time
were less dazzled by wealth than the Gentiles of the pre-
sent, or they reflected with indignation that the riches he
had amassed had been plundered from themselves. By
some means he had heard of Christ, and conceived an
intense curiosity to see him. That it was no vulgar
curiosity, but that overpowering attraction towards great-
ness and goodness—that faith, which is the germ of all
that is good in human character—may be gathered from
the sequel of the story. He may have heard it reported
that Christ did not, like other religious men, disdain the
company of publicans, and that he had condescended to
bo entertained at their houses. He was rich ; he also
was able, if only such an honour could be granted him,
to entertain Christ. It is for this that riches arc enviable,
that while the poor must-be content with glimpses of the
hero or the saint as he passes in the street, the rich can
bring him within their doors and contemplate him at
their leisure. But Zacchaous had not the courage to use
lliis privileiro of his wealth. His conscience was ill at
rase, tho stigma of his infamous occupation had entered
into his heart. He was afraid to show his wealth to
Christ, lest the question should be asked him how it had
Ix.vu gained. He submitted therefore to look on among
the poor, and to bo satisfied with what he could see as the
procession passed. But the crowd was dense, and, it may
be, found a pleasure in elbowing aside the social tyrant
who had thus put himself on a level with them. He was
short, and saw himself in danger of losing even the pass-
ing glimpse of Christ's countenance with which he had
resolved to be content. Determined to secure at least so

